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LOOKING BACK: Miko, Bonsai Garden Cat 2018-2019

A beautiful Calico cat took up residence in the bonsai garden one winter. The team named her Miko, and after
overcoming a short period of shyness, she became a valued member of the team working as a guard cat, protecting
the bonsai from the sometimes destructive squirrels and peacocks. She soon enjoyed greeting our visitors and
receiving their fond attentions. The next cold, wet winter brought the unwanted interest of the local fox. Though we
knew she would be sorely missed, she was adopted by long-time valued team members and Miko admirers, Gene
and Dania Nelson, who gave her the perfect home.

CURATOR’S MESSAGE
Greetings to all,

FALL EVENTS:
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Much has happened since we last visited. The
CBC crew was preparing to plod through another long
hot summer. We did indeed end up contending with a
record number of triple-digit summer days.
We
systema cally, if not enthusias cally, worked our way
through the foliage management of our many junipers
and made it through the summer doldrums with a li le
more wear and tear than I personally would have
preferred. I had a li le medical mishap that has sidelined
me for the last couple of months. I want to thank all the
gang at the CBC and Shinzen for the wonderful support
while I was recovering. You did a marvelous job of
managing things while I was away.
However, I don’t want to leave you with the impression that nothing
more exci ng than record breaking heat or my li le trip to the ICU happened this
summer. I think the most important news I can share with you is that the Shinzen
and Clark Bonsai Collec on have recruited and hired a joint Execu ve Director.
This was made possible by a grant from the Central Valley Community
Founda on through the generosity of an anonymous donor. Our new Execu ve
Director, Pete Barrell, comes with some impressive credits. He has a master’s
degree in landscape architecture, is a past Execu ve director of the Mount Pisgah
Arboretum and most recently was the Community Services Director for the City
of Co age Grove, Oregon. It will take Pete a few weeks to get relocated from
Oregon to Fresno so he won’t be star ng un l Mid-November but he promises to
get right to work once he is here. We look forward to welcoming Pete to the
Shinzen/CBC family.
Con nued on page 2

GSBF Rendezvous at Santa Nell
October 2Bonsai Storytelling Exhibition
ends October 1
Four Seasons: An Exhibition of
Deciduous Bonsa
October 17-February 1
Todd Schlafer, Visiting Bonsai
Professional Workshops Oct 23-24
CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHE
Plein-Air (Outdoor Painting) &
Autumn in the Garde
Shinzen Japanese Garden Oct.
23-2
Fresno Bonsai Society Fall Sale
Clovis Botanical Garden
945 Clovis Avenu
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Curator’s Message Continued from page

MEET JUDITH SWICK,

In other happy news I can report major contribu ons to
the nancial health of the CBC. Earlier in the year the Clovis
Community Founda on provided the CBC with a grant of $6,000 to
help overcome the nega ve nancial impact of the Covid-19
restric ons to our opera ons. This generous grant has allowed us
to pay for costs incurred for safety signage, museum informa on
media, record keeping, data processing, volunteer related o ce
supplies and documents, collec on asset and exhibit maintenance
supplies and recruitment costs to rebuild our cadre of docents
decimated by Covid-19. Yet, there is more good news and
generosity to report. Long me friend and supporter of the Clark
Bonsai Collec on going back to the old days at the Clark Center,
Chuck Nelson, has donated $2,000 to the CBC. Steadfast champion
of the Shinzen and Garden Guardian, Docent and Curatorial team
member extraordinaire, Judy Shehadey, has donated $5,000 to the
CBC. And I’m not quite through with repor ng generosity just yet.
Old bonsai friends of the Clark Bonsai Collec on from the Clark
Center for Japanese Art and Culture days, Vince and Kathy
Owyoung, have recently donated $10,000 to the Clark Bonsai
Collec on.
When we started 2021 we wondered if we could nd a
way to survive un l 2022. The Shinzen and CBC were s ll in the grip
of Covid-19 safety restric ons. Cash reserves, what there was of
them, were dwindling, our loyal volunteers were soldiering on
despite personal hardship and safety concerns. We couldn’t
welcome visitors, our leadership was (and s ll is) aging and
wondering if they could hold on to see the CBC achieve
sustainability. Our future looked bleak. Now, the CBC has the
nancial strength to build our opera onal capacity in ways we
couldn’t begin to think about just a few months ago. Our depleted
cadre of volunteers is back to pre-covid levels and increasing. We
have just hired an Execu ve Director that will set the stage for a
renewed Shinzen and CBC and our visitor metrics are trending to
the highest numbers in our history.

Young Mormon missionaries help us to swap out
bonsai for the installation of the next exhibition.

DOCENT AND GARDEN GUARDIAN

Judith is pictured here being photo bombed by one
of our ubiquitous peacocks. If you have admired the
lovely spirals raked into our pathways, that is just
one of Judith’s many contributions to preparing the
bonsai garden for viewing by our growing numbers
of visitors.

I grew up surrounded by orange groves and
chicken ranches in Southern California and attended
college at Cal Poly, Pomona earning a bachelor’s of
science degree. My passion was to become a
teacher and I happily taught for over thirty- ve
years, retiring in 2016 after teaching eighth grade for
the last twenty of those years. I have lived in six
different states and have been to all states, with the
exception North Carolina. It is next up when I feel
comfortable getting on a plane again
I have always loved being out in nature,
hiking, camping and seeing new places. Now living
in Fresno, I am just fteen minutes from Woodward
Park and the Bonsai Garden.
The serenity found in the Bonsai garden
drew me in and when I heard they were looking for
volunteers, I just knew it was the right t for me. The
peacefulness one feels when entering the Bonsai
garden is one thing I love about volunteering. I
admire the commitment of all those I’ve met and
everyone is very welcoming and friendly. Another
pleasure of volunteering is the joy seen on the faces
of those who visit the garden. People come from
near and far to visit the Bonsai garden and it is fun
to be able to share such a beautiful treasure with our
visitors.
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Umenori & Kiyoko Hatanak

BONSAI OF THE MONTH

California Bonsai Pioneer

CBCS 98
Original Artist: The Hatankas as reported by Ray
Thiem
Common Name: Trunk Prostrate Juniper and
Shimpaku juniper grafted foliage
Botanical Name: Juniperus prostrata and Shimpaku or
Juniperus chinensi
Date Acquired by the CBCS: 6/2021
Age: Unknown, but given the provenance, probably
50+ year
Evergree
Style: Twin Trunk/Sokan. Two trunks rise from a single
set of roots. The base of the trunks generally touch and
may be joined to each other up to a short distance
above the soil. One trunk is usually taller and thicker
than the other, and both are clearly visible from the
bonsai's front

While John Naka is famously considered to be
the “Father of American Bonsai,” Doug Paul of the
Kennett Bonsai Collection asserted that “Umenori
Hatanaka will be remembered as the greatest of the rst
generation bonsai artists of the early period of California
bonsai artistry.” Notably, the work of both he and his wife
Kiyoko is highly regarded. Both of the Hatanakas were
among the select invited by John Naka to join the newly
formed California Bonsai Society in 1962.
In 2020, one of Kiyoko’s bonsai made headlines
when it was one of two historically signi cant bonsai,
described by the curator, Aarin Packard, as “priceless
treasures,” that were stolen and
later anonymously returned to
the Paci c Rim Bonsai Museum
near Seattle. Mrs. Hatanaka’s
silverberry bonsai was
cultivated in 1946. “Bonsai has
predominantly been a male
activity, at least in Japanese
culture where ikebana, the
Japanese art of
ower
arranging, was what the women
would practice. And so for a
woman to be doing bonsai in the late '40s or mid-'40s is
also rare," Packard said
As a bonsai museum, the Clark Collection
strives to present a spectrum of bonsai species and
styles encompassing the history of the art form in
California from its earliest days to the present. (See
“What is the Mission?” on page 6.

Kiyoko with the
Hatanaka bonsai
collection in 1997

Donor: Bob Hilvers. (Purchased from Ray Thieme

*Grafting

is often used to combine the strengths of
two different plants. For bonsai, grafting is used for a
variety of purposes: to add a branch in a speci c place,
to replace foliage with a preferred variety, to enhance
the roots or to create a new tree combining desired
characteristics of both plants, as is the case with this
bonsai.

You can support the Clark Bonsai Collection
and its many world class bonsai such as this
one by becoming a sponsor. Please visit
www.gsbfclarkbonsaicollection.org/adopt-atree.html to nd out about the bene ts of
becoming a bonsai sponsor.
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GOLD STAR DOCENT KELLY LONG BIDS FAREWELL
I grew up as a military
brat so travel has always
been a part of my
lifestyle. During my dad’s
time in the Air Force, I
had the opportunity to live
in the Mojave desert in
California, the Florida
panhandle, the heartland
of Ohio, and nally in
upstate New York where I
went to high school and
Kelly has earned a Docent college. Somewhat to my
Gold Star each of her three disappointment, I never
years at the bonsai garden got to experience an
because of her dedication & overseas assignment as a
outstanding performance m i l i t a r y d e p e n d e n t .
as a volunteer. Her new job However, by that time, my
is a great career
interests in the exploration
opportunity and takes her
of new places was
closer to her family, but she
will be greatly missed by e n g r a i n e d i n t o m y
the Clark Bonsai Collection personality. So two years
after my dad retired from
Family.
the military, I applied for
and was accepted for a
Rotary Exchange program. I then spent what would
have been my junior year in high school as a typical
teenage girl living in Hakodate on the island of
Hokkaido in Japan
After high school I attended and received
my undergraduate degree from State University of New
York at New Paltz, where I studied Asian Studies,
concentrating in foreign languages. Prior to graduating,
I spent another year abroad in Japan; this time on the
main island of Honshu at Kanazawa University. In all
that time I never owned a single bonsai, but I visited a
lot of Japanese gardens and fell in love with the
natural, meditative aesthetics
After returning to the US, I pursued a Masters in
Public Administration at Cornell University, and began
my rst job in Human Resources at a food service
distributor in Conklin, New York. After 4 years, E.& J.
Gallo Winery reached out to me about a Human
Resources position, and I couldn’t resist the opportunity
of sunshine and wine! Since joining Gallo in 2014, I
have supported various sites from Modesto to Los
Angeles and, most recently, Gallo’s winery and natural
colors production facility in Fresno.

When I rst moved to Fresno, my parents
came to help me get settled in to the new
community. We went on a small tour of all the
landmarks and points of interest around town. After
touring Shinzen and speaking with the docent in the
bonsai garden, I thought volunteering as a docent
would be a great way to both get involved in my new
community and stay connected with the experiences
and memories I had of my time in Japan
I loved the peaceful days (even though that
usually meant it was on one of the hot summer days)
where there would be a steady but small trickle of
visitors. Having moments to soak in all the sights
and sounds of the garden was extremely restorative.
I also loved when the peacocks would come visit
with their little chicks
My next career opportunity will take me back
to upstate New York where I will support Canadaigua
Winery as the HR manager. The region known as
the Finger Lakes is famous for its scenic beauty and
the quality of its wine, especially rieslings and pinot
noirs. I’m excited to be back closer to family even if
it means dealing with snow again. I will treasure all
of the wonderful experiences I have had at the
garden and the exposure to so many great people

.
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COMMUNITY OUTREAC
By Lorena Bolling
Volunteer Coordinato

How wonderful it was to inspire a group of
curious children and adults to help out the Clark
Bonsai Collection. Through Tessa Cavalletto, a
passionate longtime volunteer, I was able to give
presentations about the art of bonsai at Big Picture
Elementary Charter School in Fresno. She contacted
Tony Sanders who helped bring about an Empathy
Project in which the summer school programming
focused on students being of service to their
community.
As I arrived to talk about the Collection
and what we do to serve the community, interest
immediately sparked creativity in their eyes as I
brought around a cascading juniper bonsai to each
student's desk, answering questions and giving them
educational facts about these beautiful trees. It was
Mrs. Funk and Mrs. Marshall's "Donut & Pizza
Garden Club" that decided to take on a fundraising
project for our cause. The students, as well as the
teachers, began hand-making Clark Bonsai
Collection keychains, bookmarks, lanyards, and
buttons to sell at their Community Fair. Their summer
club ended up raising over $200 and are still
continuing to donate more handmade crafts for us to
sell in our pop-up gift shop. Raising awareness of
what the bonsai do for the community also sparked
interest for them to all come visit us. We hope to
schedule a field trip for them soon so they can
experience firsthand what the garden and exhibition
offers.
Lorena has recently expanded her
community outreach to local farmers’ markets
where she spreads the word about Fresno’s
hidden gem and recruits supporters and
volunteers for the Clark Bonsai Collection and
Shinzen Japanese Garden.

September-October, 2021
FOUR SEASONS
An Exhibition of Deciduous Bonsa
October 17, 2021-February 19, 202
Our annual Four Seasons exhibition opened October 17
featuring deciduous bonsai, most with the last of their green
summer foliage, but because of a brief spell of cooler weather, a
few of the bonsai already had their fall colors and one or two
had already defoliated. As the weather
cools and the days shorten, we will be
enjoying some gorgeous color displays.
Some trees are selected for bonsai
simply because of their spectacular fall
colors. The gingko, for
example, will show us
intense yellow-gold
autumn foliage both in
the landscape trees
and Roy Oto’s bonsai.
The fall color of the bald cypress is typically
rust, but one year also presented an array of
gold and orange foliage. We will be seeing the
yellow and deep orange of the Trident maples
and the vibrant red of the Japanese maples.
After the fall color display has passed, bonsai
show us another image entirely: the
Winter Silhouette. Only then can we
fully appreciate the architecture of their
b r a n c h
structures.
Some bonsai
exhibits are
exclusively
devoted to
showing the
trees in their Winter Silhouette,
particularly for the appreciation of the
patience and skill required to develop
a beautiful “skeleton.”
This exhibition will also feature winter blooming bonsai
including the “Pink Perfection”
camillia. and Ume ( owering apricot
also known as plum blossom). At the
end of the exhibition, the nal
seasonal image
occurs when the
bright green or red
leaf buds of early
spring emerge on
the bare branches,
bringing the journey of the seasons full circle.
This is a dynamic exhibition that is worth
revisiting a few times between October and
February to fully appreciate the changing displays of the
deciduous bonsai as they transform through the seasons.
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WHAT IS THE MISSION
By Bob Hilver

We have a “mission,” those few of us that endeavor to
manage a public bonsai collec on. O en, clarity regarding
what the “mission” truly is becomes obscured by the fog
of the daily grind to secure and maintain the resources
needed to support the “mission,” or our focus becomes
diluted as it is mixed with di ering points of view about
how the art of bonsai is to be presented.
When it comes to
maintaining Bonsai
and the facili es to
exhibit them,
the
“mission” of it all
seems to get lost. We
don’t think much
about why we do what
we do; we are too
preoccupied with how to keep a collec on of botanical
tyrants alive, healthy, and aesthe cally pleasing. Neat trick
that, considering global warming keeps moving the annual
weather experience to a di erent expecta on each year.
That the urban forest is infested with all sorts of creepycrawlies that are a racted to bonsai like a four-year-old to
ice cream and the fact that the li le tyrants don’t respect
“aesthe c” quality, they just do what plants do—grow. As
I’ve o en said, bonsai are harsh task masters. So, then, is
our “mission” to
merely provide
life support to a
bunch of plants
by protec ng and
nurturing them?
What of our
obliga on to
present the
beauty of bonsai?
Famous architect
Walter Gropius said, “Love and crea on of beauty is
elemental to the experience of happiness.” Although
Gropius was speaking primarily of the art of architecture,
his quote seems applicable to all crea ve endeavors.
Personal observa on informs me, that in the crea on of a
bonsai the ar st experiences happiness. I would go a step
further and say that the happiness people experience from
beauty is not limited to those who create it.
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Photos of Todd Schlafer’s October Weekend
Workshop by J Schirmacher
Look for “after” photos in the next issue.

The love of, and desire to experience beauty, is elemental to
being human. We revere the crea ve process and those
who use it to provide us the happiness of experiencing
beauty. When people visit the Clark Bonsai Collec on, they
share an experience that is o en lacking in their work-a-day
world: the opportunity to enjoy the happiness of the
crea on of beauty. So, is this then our “mission”? To share
the love and crea on of beauty through the presenta on of
the art of bonsai. What of the cultural and historical
signi cance of the art of bonsai?
Our cultural iden ty is
formed by our history.
It binds us together in
a common experience
that gives us a sense
of belonging. How we
inform ourselves of
our culture and
h i sto r y i s b y t h e
stories we tell of our
experiences and accomplishments. All bonsai have a story
to tell. A story of how they were created, who created
them, what inspired their crea on and not least, the story
they tell of themselves.
The voiceless songs they
sing and wordless poems
they speak are part of
our common cultural
and
historical
experience.
We who
manage public bonsai
collec ons are the
interpreters of these
voiceless songs and wordless poems. We preserve their
stories to share with all.
So, what then is our “mission”? Simple, we protect, present
and preserve the art of bonsai.
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