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HAPPY FIFTH ANNIVERSARY CLARK BONSAI COLLECTION!

The Grand Opening of the GSBF Clark Bonsai Collection in Shinzen October 17-18, 2015

BONSAI TOMODACHI
THE CLARK BONSAI COLLECTION NEWSLETTER
CURATOR’S MESSAGE
Greetings to all,
At the end of August and beginning of
September the effects of the pandemic were
beginning to take their toll on all of us. The
Clark Bonsai Collection and the Shinzen
Gardens were among many organizations that
faced an uncertain future. Financial disaster
loomed and doubt and confusion seemed to be
the order of the day. However, the realization
that everything we and countless folks before
us had worked for was in peril and the faith
that our supporters place in us and the faith we
have in ourselves to find solutions was a call to
action. We resolved to do what we could to
weather the storm. At the end of September came hope, we were
able to reopen to the public. We discovered our visitors had not
deserted us and were returning in record numbers. The community
has rallied behind us.
Grants became available.
Donors have
stepped up.
Our future is still uncertain, but we grow more
confident daily that the Clark Bonsai Collection will remain a part of
the Shinzen Friendship Gardens. I am reminded of a quote by the
famous anthropologist Margaret Meade, “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” I am grateful to those
who engaged in endless thought and tireless commitment, not to
mention selfless dedication and a high heap of work to assure we
continue our mission to protect, preserve and present the art of
bonsai.
For those of you that follow the Clark Bonsai Collection activities,
you will be pleased to learn that we participated in the Fresno Bonsai
Society’s Annual Bonsai Yard Sale. We had some success with the
Silent Auction, and I am happy to report that we managed to enrich
our coffers enough to see us through another year. We’ve also had
some success with our little “sales cart” offering small bonsai and
other souvenir items to our visitors.

FBS YARD SALE Nov. 14, 9am-1pm
Clovis Botanical Garden
Four Seasons Bonsai Exhibition
Nov.21, 2020-March 13, 2021
Third Saturday VOLUNTEER DAYS
Nov. 21 & Dec. 19 9am-12pm

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Visting Bonsai Master Todd Schlafer
FBS December 6
CBCS December 7- 8
Visit the CBCS website for updates
gsbfclarkbonsaicollection.org
I am also very happy to report the Visiting
Master Program has been reactivated and Todd
Schlafer will be returning to the Clark Bonsai
Collection to resume sharing his expertise with
us and continue our relentless march toward
excellence. Todd will be with us Dec. 6th, 7th
and 8th. For more information contact
Bob Hilvers at 559-909-1051 or
shohincbc@gmail.com
Finally for those of you that have not visited
the Clark Bonsai Collection and Shinzen
Gardens since visitation has been restored,
come by and renew old friendships, see that
the peace and tranquility of the gardens is as
you remember and that the bonsai are waiting
for you to visit and learn their stories.
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THE SECRETS OF BONSAI
By

Bob Hilvers
There is an aura of mystery surrounding the art
of bonsai. There seems to be a commonly held belief
that there are deep secrets that must be learned
before one can keep a bonsai alive much less attempt
to create one. A common statement by folks who have
owned a bonsai is, “It always dies.” This reaction is
primarily prompted by the misperception that because
they are in pots, bonsai are houseplants and may be
treated as such.
Although there are some bonsai
created from tropical or semi-tropical plants that can
survive indoors, most bonsai are some species of hardy
tree or shrub. Bringing them indoors deprives them of
the sunlight they need to survive and condemns them to
a slow death. Additionally, most modern climatecontrolled homes lack the proper humidity, air
circulation and seasonal temperature change needed to
keep bonsai healthy. So, here are some not so secret
secrets about bonsai: keep them outside; when they are
thirsty, water them; when they need nourishment,
fertilize them; if they are attacked by pests, employ
the correct remedy. Above all, never neglect them.
Owning a bonsai involves a commitment, by you, to
provide them what they need to be healthy and happy.
As with any living thing that you “adopt,” their life is in
your hands. Learn to care for them and nurture them
and they will reward you.
There are no deep dark secrets regarding the
art of bonsai, but there are mysteries to discover. There
is no ancient Zen magic to master, but bonsai can
reveal many things to us if we but stop and pay
attention to them. Bonsai can make us more aware of
the natural world around us. They can take us outside
of our daily hustle and bustle lives and give us the
opportunity to gain insight into things we never took
the time to notice before. Winter becomes less drab
when we can enjoy the beautiful silhouettes of
deciduous bonsai after they have shed their leaves.
Spring brings a sense of renewed life as buds swell and
new leaves appear.
The deeper green of summer
foliage offers a cool respite from hot weather and gives
us a sense of progress through the year. Fall brings a
different feeling as we anticipate the riot of color in
reds and golds of turning leaves that signal the trees
are preparing for their winter slumber.
Bonsai are miniature time machines that can
have the effect of slowing our lives down and allowing
us to take measure. While in the company of bonsai we
begin to perceive things and value things a bit
differently. We find delight in small changes wrought
by nature and develop profound insights into the most
basic of life’s processes. In so doing we often discover
things about ourselves. Bonsai can bring us joy and
enrich our lives and perhaps, in a small way of course,
make our lives just a little better.
I guess I must correct myself. There are secrets
regarding the art of bonsai, just not the ones we
expected.

October/November, 2020
FOUR SEASONS:
An Exhibition of Deciduous Bonsai
November 21, 2020-March 13, 2021
Our annual Four Seasons exhibition opened November 21
featuring deciduous bonsai, some with the last of their green
foliage, but because of the cooler fall this year, many of the
bonsai have their fall colors and a few have already defoliated.
As the weather cools and the days shorten,
we are enjoying some gorgeous color
displays. Some trees are selected for bonsai
simply because of their spectacular fall
colors. The gingko, for example, will show us
intense yellow-gold autumn foliage both in
the landscape
trees and Roy
Oto’s bonsai. The
fall color of the
bald cypress is
typically rust, but one year presented
an array of gold and orange foliage.
We are seeing the yellow and deep
orange of the Trident maples and
the vibrant
red of the
Japanese maple. After the fall color
display has passed, bonsai show us
another image entirely:
the Winter
Silhouette. Only then can we fully
appreciate the architecture of the
branch structures. Some bonsai
exhibits are exclusively devoted to
showing the trees in their Winter
Silhouette, particularly
for the appreciation of the patience and skill
required to develop a beautiful “skeleton.” This
exhibition will also feature winter blooming
bonsai including the “Pink Perfection” camellia
currently covered in buds and Ume (flowering
apricot also known
as plum blossom).
At the end of the
exhibition, the final seasonal image
occurs when the bright green or
red leaf buds of early spring
emerge on the bare branches,
bringing the
journey of the
seasons full circle.
This is a dynamic exhibition that is worth
revisiting a few times between November 21
and March 13 to fully appreciate the changing
displays of the deciduous bonsai as they
transform through the seasons.
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BONSAI OF THE MONTH:
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MORE ROOT OVER ROCK BONSAI
IN THE COLLECTION

CBCS 42
A Shohin Trident Maple
Root over Rock
by Bob Hilvers
Shohin means “a small
thing” indicating its being
even smaller than Bonsai,
which are usually under 40
inches. Although there is
no established size rule,
shohin are typically less
than 10 inches.

CBCS 110
Artist/ Donor: Richard Ramirez
Common Name: Korean Boxwood
Botanical Name: Buxus microphylla var. koreana
Date Acquired: 1/14/17

Evergreen

Style: Sekijoju/Root-over-rock. The tree’s roots are
wrapped around a rock. The rock is at the base of the
trunk, with the roots exposed to varying degrees as
they traverse the rock then descend into the soil below.
Ishizuke, ishitsuki/Clinging-to-a-rock
The roots
of the tree grow in soil contained within the cracks and
holes of the rock. The rock may serve as a simple
container, with the tree escaping the container and
forming its own shape, or the tree may show a closer
relationship to the rock's shape, growing close to the
rock and following its contours.
Root in Rock happens in nature when a seed lands in a
crack in a rock and finds enough soil to survive. The
plant’s roots may eventually grow to spread among the
thin layers of soil and moss across the rock. In another
scenario, the roots slowly grow over and around the rock
to the soil below, partially encasing the rock.

CBCS 85
50+ year old trident
maple by MelbaTucker
who was for over 40
years a bonsai artist,
teacher, suiseki expert
and author of two
books on the subject.
Donated by Steve
DaSilva

CBCS 70
Sargenti
“Shimpaku” juniper
donated to the
Clark Collection by
Richard Brustlin
and exhibited at the
GSBF 2016
convention.

You can support the Clark Bonsai Collection
and its many world class bonsai such as these
by becoming a sponsor. Please visit
www.gsbfclarkbonsaicollection.org/adopt-atree.html to find out about the benefits of
becoming a bonsai sponsor.
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MEET TWO NEW VOLUNTEERS

YING WONG, CURATORIAL TEAM

JUDY STATLER, HOST/DOCENT

Ying Wong became a volunteer the first time she visited
Shinzen in August when it first reopened. She met Karen
Tsuruda working in the garden, as she and Roger do every
Wednesday. Ying asked if she could volunteer, and Karen
happily invited her to join the volunteer team. After learning from
Ying that her grandfather was a bonsai master in China, she
took her up to the bonsai garden to meet Bob Hilvers, who also
enthusiastically welcomed her to the Clark Bonsai Collection
team. Since then Ying has come every Wednesday to work in
Shinzen and every Friday to
work with the curatorial team in
the bonsai garden where she
helps with maintenance of the
landscaping and bonsai in the
exhibit area. She has also been
helping with the creation and
grooming of the small bonsai
sold in the garden each
weekend.
Ying and her husband
immigrated to the US from Shanghai, China in 2005. Her
husband studied molecular biology there and worked at Stanford
in the Neurological Research lab here. Ying had a nursery and
landscape company for 7 years in Shanghai. Economics was
Ying’s field of study in China, but in the US she studied
Psychology and Education. Ying also added English to the
other two languages she speaks: Chinese and Japanese. She
has taught Chinese as a Second Language. Ying and her
husband decided to move to Fresno last year after retirement as
they learned that it was more affordable than San Jose and the
Bay Area and very centrally located.
From an early age, Ying has
had a love of nature including plants
and insects.
She learned about
gardening, bonsai and much more
from her grandfather.
During the
“Cultural Revolution” 1966-1976, the
stated goal of the Communist Party
was “to preserve and impose the
ideology of Chinese Communism and
purge remnants of capitalism and
traditional elements from Chinese
society.” As a member of the intelligentsia including scholars
and scientists, her mother was jailed for “re-education.” This
also meant that schools were primarily dedicated to political
indoctrination, so Ying received her education at home primarily
from her grandfather.
Ying is also interested in tea and tea ceremony and has
offered to work with the program in development for Shinzen’s
Tea House and Garden. If all of this were not enough, Ying also
is a painter and calligrapher.
As you can tell, it was very lucky for Shinzen and the
Clark Bonsai Collection that day in August when Ying made her
first visit to the gardens.

Judy Statler was recruited by Gold Star Docent Tessa
Cavalletto and came to the garden for orientation as soon
as we reopened. She brings with her many years of
experience as an educator and a long-standing interest in
serving the community wherever she is residing. Like
most of our volunteers, her interests include gardening
and garden design. Being an educator, she also loves
learning new things and meeting and sharing with
people, which makes her ideal as a host/docent.
Judy was born in Long
Beach and raised in Bakersfield.
She earned her degree from the
University of California, Santa
Barbara, her credential from
California State University at Long
Beach. She taught kindergarten
and first grade in Compton, CA
and continued her education by
learning about teaching English as
a Second Language to her very
diverse students. Her work with
the equally ethnically diverse Lawndale School District
brought the opportunity to teach teachers about the latest
in educational methods.
In 1980, she and her husband returned to the
Central Valley where many friends and family resided.
She continued to work with English as a Second
Language students and earned her Masters in
Educational Administration from the University of the
Pacific.
In 1993, she became principal and later
superintendent for Pine Ridge Elementary School
District. They moved to the Shaver Lake area where they
lived for the next 26 years, enjoying the region’s outdoor
activities and relaxed atmosphere.
If these professional duties were not enough,
Judy sought out other ways to give back to the
community including being an active member and officer
in the Lions Club and the Central Sierra History Society
and Museum. After retirement, she was elected to the
school board and also became a member of Questers,
an international organization dedicated to
the
preservation and restoration of historical sites.
In 2019 she and her husband moved to the
Fresno area due to his health issues, and she became
his primary caregiver until he passed away. She once
more had time to devote to other community
opportunities when she was excited to learn from Tessa
about the pleasures of being a volunteer in the Clark
Bonsai Collection and all of the work it does to preserve
and promote the fascinating art of bonsai. She has now
volunteered three times and is enjoying meeting new
people, learning and teaching more about bonsai each
time she volunteers.

4

Clark Bonsai Collection

October/November, 2020
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

For each of the previous four years, we have
celebrated our volunteers with a Volunteer Appreciation party
in October, the anniversary month of the Grand Opening of
the Clark Bonsai Collection.
Because of the safety
restrictions necessary due to Covid-19, we are not able to
have the large gathering bringing together all of our
volunteers and their significant others. But we are more
appreciative of our volunteers than ever as they soldiered
through the pandemic closure, heat of summer and bad air
quality from the wild fires to maintain the bonsai and the
garden landscaping, and then preparing for and greeting a
record number of visitors looking for a safe and serene
outdoor space where they can commune with nature and the
beauty of Shinzen and the bonsai garden. Unfortunately we
can’t have the special fifth anniversary event we had
planned, but we still want to honor and reward our volunteers
who have given so much to preserve the bonsai and make it
available to the public to enjoy.
Members of the curatorial team continued to come
on Wednesday and/or Friday mornings even when
Woodward Park was closed and they had to either walk or
bike in or drive in after waiting in line to be let in and out
during preset hours determined by City PARCS. In addition
to bonsai tending, the members of the curatorial team also
do much of the maintenance of the bonsai garden display
area and landscaping. The following will receive Curator Bob
Hilvers’ annual Silver Scissors Award for outstanding service
to the Collection:

Dwayne Berrett

Pat Smith

Jack Green

Dave Soho

Mike Saul

Bob Wright

The original idea behind the Silver
Scissors Award was that in the course of
time, curatorial team members would
receive a full set of high quality, essential
bonsai tools.
John Wright

Since the bonsai garden reopened to visitors, our
docents have had to do double duty with the addition of
handling sales of bonsai, hand crafted cards, CBCS pins,
books and soon other items in our pop-up gift shop,
which has been added in the hope of offsetting the
financial losses (a conservative estimate of over $8000)
from the long closure and event cancellations. Despite
only being able to welcome visitors for half the year, the
following docents still earned their Gold Stars for the
frequency and quality of their service over the past 12
months:
Pat Smith has earned her Gold Star
Docent badge with her first gold star, a
CBCS/Shinzen bag and a Sales Leader
Pin in honor of her outstanding
performance as a bonsai salesperson.
Lucia Hammar, Alex Jenkins, Kelly Long, and Sue
Stevens have earned their second gold star for their Gold
Star Docent ID badges and a CBCS Jacket.

David Brown has earned his third gold
star and an insulated double-decker
bag, also handy for bringing ice to cool
the water in summer. Special thanks
also go to David for brokering a deal
with DK publishing to receive the 101
Bonsai Essential books at half price
and free shipping so we can continue
to offer them for sale, which is especially helpful to
beginners purchasing their first bonsai.
Special thanks also go out to the following
docents and volunteers who came to the garden to clean
and groom the overgrown bonsai display area
landscaping in the hot days of summer to prepare for
reopening: Dwayne Berrett, David Brown, Shannon
Escobedo, Alex Jenkins, Sally Ramage, Judy Shehadey,
Dave Soho, Karen Tsuruda, and Shinzen President Ron
Yamabe.
We are uncertain when we will be able to safely
join together to celebrate our volunteers in our traditional
Appreciation Party, but we continue to feel privileged to
have their dedication and commitment which make the
bonsai collection possible for all to enjoy.
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FRESNO BONSAI SOCIETY YARD SALE
The 12th annual Fresno Bonsai Society Yard Sale
held on a beautiful sunny day at the Clovis Botanical
Garden was a great success. The conscientiously Covidcompliant outdoor event welcomed over 250 masked
attendees between 9am and 1pm who turned out to shop
the tables of over 18 vendors and a Silent Auction
sponsored by the Clark Bonsai Collection. As always much
of the pleasure is the friendly bonsai-talk and catching up
with fellow bonsai-lovers.

The Clark Bonsai
Collection Silent Auction
table featured some
outstanding bonsai deaccessioned from the
permanent collection as
well as donated bonsai of
notable age and
provenance. The CBCS
also offered two tables of
sale bonsai and a pop-up
gift shop with Karen
Tsuruda’s mini bonsai with tiny origami cranes for leaves,
and hand-made cards, some featuring images inspired by
specific bonsai from the collection, among other items on
sale in the bonsai garden. The Clark Bonsai Collection
Coloring Book was “hot off the presses” and on sale for the
first time.
This was a gratifyingly
successful event, mostly
due to the Silent
Auction. The result is
especially welcome
because of the loss of
income from the
cancellation of major
seasonal events in the
garden and the GSBF
convention.

Sally Ramage, CBCS
Treasurer & Bob Hilvers man
the cashier table. (Masks
removed for the picture.)
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THE CLARK BONSAI COLLECTION
COLORING BOOK IS NOW ON SALE
IN THE BONSAI GARDEN

For four years, during the fall and spring festivals in
Shinzen, we offered coloring pages and origami-making
for children in the bonsai garden with the assistance of our
volunteers. We soon noticed that adults enjoyed these
activities as much as the kids.
When the Covid-19
pandemic safety measures necessitated the closure of the
gardens and, even after reopening, the cancellation of
events, we looked for ways to provide a virtual experience
of the bonsai garden, to continue our educational and
cultural mission, and to earn some extra money to help
offset the financial losses.
Over the past few months we have been sharing
sample pages in the newsletter from the coloring book,
which was inspired by all of the visitors to the bonsai
garden who enjoyed the relaxation of coloring in its
tranquil atmosphere. We set out to choose images that
captured something of the experience of a visit to the
bonsai garden, including the kind of educational
information our docents provide. The book would not have
been possible without Karen Tsuruda’s artistic rendering of
the photos into line drawings. On the back cover, you will
find the thumbnail images of all 34 of the color
photographs we used.
We hope that coloring and reading the pages of this
book will provide some of the relaxation and pleasure of a
walk through the garden,
Linda Jacobsen, Editor
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