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HIROSHIMA PEACE TREE DEDICATION

Go to page 5 to read about the Hiroshima Peace Tree Dedication ceremonies on August 6.
(The center group picture was taken with masks briefly removed.)

BONSAI TOMODACHI
THE CLARK BONSAI COLLECTION NEWSLETTER
CURATOR’S MESSAGE
Greetings to all,
If you are as tired as I am of reading something
that starts, “in these troubled times”, then
you may be encouraged by the following: the
Clark Bonsai Collection will be ready to receive
visitors by the time you read this. However, I
hasten to add that anything like regular
operating hours is still elusive. Even though
our closure, due to mandated safety measures
was abrupt, re-opening will be a measured
affair. A “soft opening,” for Shinzen Members
only has already begun. Throughout the
remainder of August, as host/docent volunteer
staff becomes available, we will be increasing
the number of “open” hours with the
expectation of returning to full operations by
September 1, when the storied “front gate” to
the Clark Bonsai Collection will again stand open to welcome
visitors.
Few now remember that this very gate once welcomed
visitors to the Bonsai Exhibit at the world-renowned Clark Center for
Japanese Art and Culture. When that institution closed, and the
Clark Bonsai Collection found a new home at the Shinzen Friendship
Gardens, all of the existing bonsai exhibit structures, including the
front gate, tea house, roofed fencing, bonsai display benches and all
of the landscaping, was disassembled/removed and rebuilt/
replanted at the present location. When the Clark Center for
Japanese Art and Culture existed, by tradition, Bill Clark’s favorite
bonsai, a Needle Juniper forest created by the late Sam Kawaguchi,
always sat to the immediate right of the Bonsai Exhibit gate as you
enter. If that bonsai was not in its place, having been removed for
maintenance, Bill would notice and ask me about it. On your next
visit with us as you enter the bonsai exhibit look to your right, you
will see that Sam’s forest sits there still, a nod to our past and in
memory of our founder and friend and to the beauty of his original
vision.
Continued Page 2

EVENTS
Hiroshima Commemoration and Peace Tree
Dedication Aug 6 10am (page 5)
CBCS opens to the public soon
Weekends & Holidays 10am-1pm Weather &
Docent Availability Allowing
CBCS Local Artist Exhibition July 1- Nov 1
Visit the CBCS website for updates
https://gsbfclarkbonsaicollection.org/
Shinzen Virtual Toro Nagashi August 29
Visit www.shinzenjapanesegarden.org for more
information and see page 4

An artist’s rendering of Sam’s Forest in its
place of honor inside the entrance to the
bonsai garden.
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Curator’s Message Continued from page 1
We, the Curatorial Team, Host/Docents, Garden
Guardians, Administrative staff, the Golden State Bonsai
Federation and the Shinzen Friendship Garden, are pleased to
once again be able to welcome you to visit us.
We have
labored, awaiting your return. We found quietly tending to the
maintenance of the exhibit and stewarding the bonsai tedious
but satisfying work. We were comforted knowing that our
efforts would soon bring joy to others. Even the day to day slog
of keeping our complex irrigation system in peak operating
efficiency in order to pay obeisance to the implacable summer
tyrant-sun did not dampen our spirits. Yet, as we trudged ahead
with our work, we all had a sense that something was missing.
Our efforts lacked a familiar and essential component, a
purpose for labors— visitors.
A museum of bonsai, or any museum for that matter,
cannot fully realize its mission without people to experience,
view, learn and appreciate the beauty, history and cultural
significance of its assets. Recently I have noticed that the CBCS
volunteers moving with a little more spring in their step, with a
little more joy in their voices as they collaborated on their
work, with a little more purpose. Why? Because they were
preparing to resume welcoming visitors to enjoy the bonsai.
Without people to experience their exhibits, museums are
simply storage facilities. With visitors, museums become living
vibrant entities. We are indeed happy to welcome you back.
Those of us with long association with the Clark Bonsai
Collection have a deeper sense of satisfaction to again see
visitors walking among the bonsai. Once upon a time, at the
“old Clark Center,” Bill Clark was fond of walking among the
bonsai exhibit at day’s end after all the visitors had left, often
making note of something that was of particular interest to him
so he could ask me about it when next he saw me. I would also
frequently be the object of a visit by Libby Clark driving her
ubiquitous golf cart, small dog in the seat beside her, out to the
bonsai reserve area where I spent most of my time, to check on
me. Like Bill she had a keen interest in the bonsai and often
asked deceptively insightful questions about their care and
exhibition. Those few of us who are veterans of the “old Clark
Center” believe, like some benevolent Japanese Kami, the
sprits of Bill and Libby are still walking among the bonsai…and
smiling.

Libby and Bill
Clark at the
entrance to
their home at
the Clark
Center for
Japanese Art
and Culture

OUR VOLUNTEERS TURN THEIR HANDS TO
MANY TASKS
Shannon Escobedo
with her trusty knee
pad preparing to
continue weeding the
bonsai
garden

Darren
Thomas
spreading the new
decomposed granite to
level the pathways.

Bob Hilvers, John Wright & Jack Green
working together to restore a very old
Legacy California juniper by Wayne
Takayasu.

Dave Soho
c r e a t i n g
irrigation lines
for a new
bonsai bench
he constructed
in the reserve
area.
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BONSAI OF THE MONTH:

CBCS 104 LEGACY COLLECTION (bonsai created by
Japanese Americans)
Artist/ Maker: Ryutaro "Roy" Oto
Common Name: Ginkgo
Botanical Name: Ginkgo biloba
Date Acquired: 1/28/17
Deciduous
Style: Kabudachi/Clump
In clump style bonsai, three or
more (should be an odd number) trunks grow from a single
point. The natural equivalent might be a group of trees that
have sprouted from a single cone, or a collection of mature
suckers springing from the base of a single tree.
Donor: Chuck Nelson
Ginkgo biloba, also known as the maidenhair tree, is the only
living species in the division Ginkgophyta; all others are
extinct. It is a very old species, with some fossils dating back
270 million years. Native to China, the tree has been widely
cultivated from early in human history. It has various uses in
traditional medicine and as a source of food. During autumn,
the leaves turn a bright yellow. The leaves are unique among
seed plants, being fan-shaped with distinctive veining. A
combination of resistance to disease, insect-resistant wood
and the ability to form aerial roots and sprouts makes
ginkgos long-lived, with some specimens claimed to be more
than 2,500 years old. Ginkgos are dioecious, some trees
being female and others being male.
The gingko is the
official tree of the Japanese capital of Tokyo, and the symbol
of Tokyo is a ginkgo leaf. Extreme examples of the species’
tenacity may be seen in Hiroshima, Japan, where six trees
growing between 1–2 kilometres from the 1945 atom bomb
explosion were among the few living things in the area to
survive the blast. Although almost all other plants (and
animals) in the area were killed, the ginkgos, though charred,
survived and were soon healthy again, among a few other
hibakujumoku (trees that survived the blast).
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FEATURED ARTIST: ROY OTO
Ryutaro "Roy" Oto was born in
Japan, the eldest son of Asakichi
and Umeno Oto. The family
immigrated to the US, and he
graduated from Selma Union High
School. Roy was a leader in the
Japanese-American community in
Fresno, and was an active member
of the Fresno Betsuin Buddhist
Temple. During World War II, he
and his family were interned in the
relocation camp in Jerome, AR. After the war, he founded
Oto's Landscaping in Fresno, and engaged in the
planning and development of many public works
throughout the city. Roy displayed his gift for artistry
through his work in landscaping and ornamental
horticulture. He was a key advisor in the planning and
construction of the Shinzen Friendship Garden in
Woodward Park, and was also a longtime member of the
Fresno Bonsai Society. Many of the members of the
Japanese Gardeners Association were founding
members of Akatsuki Bonsai Club of Madera. Actually it
was Roy and Mr. Araki (the FBS financial adviser who
was a newspaperman for Hokubei Mainichi “North
America Daily.” a Japanese language newspaper
published from 1948 to 2009) who founded the Fresno
Bonsai Society. Roy also loved to travel. He made many
trips to Europe and Japan, and was among the first
Japanese-Americans to visit Japan after the war.

In 1939 Roy was with the Japanese group that went to
Long Beach to pick up this lantern from Japan. (He is in
the front row, second from the left.) You can see this
historically significant lantern between the bonsai garden
and the lake. Go to page 4 to read more about the
1939 Lantern.
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Shinzen Friendship Garden TORO NAGASHI:
Virtual Floating Lantern Ceremony
August 29, 2020, 7-8:30PM
First held in 1946, Toro
Nagashi (literally, “flowing
lanterns”) is a Japanese
ceremony in which
participants float glowing
paper lanterns down a river
to guide the spirit of the
nonliving back to the afterlife
after their visit during the
Obon, a three-day Buddhist
festival held to celebrate the
beginning of the harvest.
Toro Nagashi is meant to be
more of a joyful celebration
than a time of mourning.
The 35th Annual Toro
Nagashi will be Shinzen’s
first ever virtual ceremony to
offer participants a way to
commemorate and honor
loved ones who have
passed.
Please visit the
Shinzen Friendship garden website for more information
www.shinzenjapanesegarden.org to order lanterns or call if
you have any questions 559-840-1264.

August, 2020

1939 Lantern continued from page 3
The Japanese Young
Men’s Association
League gave this granite
lantern to the City of
Fresno in 1939. It was
hand-carved, originally
11 f e e t h i g h a n d
weighing 3 tons. The
lantern was picked up
from the port and
delivered to Fresno by
Roy Oto, who later
would play a significant
role in the creation of
Shinzen Friendship
Garden. The lantern
originally stood on
Washington Island in
Roeding Park and was the focal point of the Japanese
garden which began its development in 1930. Ultimately, it
included a 3-story pagoda, 1,000 tropical plants, a tori gate,
2 ponds, 3 fountains and a brass bell.
At its dedication in 1939, Bertrand W. Gearhart.
said, “This lantern is a perpetual reminder of the
cooperation of the Japanese pilgrims to America who came
here to make this country their home, and in return gave of
their best in advancing the cause of American idealism.”
Sadly, the Roeding Park Japanese Garden was vandalized
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor and neglected during
WWII when It became known as an “Oriental garden”
rather than Japanese. In January of 1943, the pagoda was
destroyed due to decay and the lantern disappeared.
Following a search and the re-discovery of the lantern, the
City decided to locate it in Shinzen Friendship Garden.
Shinzen volunteers re-cast and replaced the missing top
cupola based on the 1939 dedication picture (page 3) In
2001, the lantern was re-dedicated in its new home where
it is a valued historical reminder of the renewed friendship
between Fresno and its Japanese American citizens who
were instrumental to the creation of Shinzen Friendship
Garden.

Whether you are already a bonsai practitioner
or are interested in becoming one, you can
learn about the art of bonsai while you are
helping to maintain the exceptional Clark
Bonsai Collection in the beautiful Shinzen
Japanese Garden. Visit our website to find
out more about volunteering.
https://gsbfclarkbonsaicollection.org/getinvolved.html
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HIROSHIMA PEACE TREE DEDICATION

Last Thursday, August 6, a small group of celebrants,
masked due to Covid-19, gathered in Shinzen Friendship
Garden for the planting and dedication of a Hiroshima
Camphor Peace tree on the highest hill in the winter
section near the azumaya. It was on a similarly sunny day
on this date in 1945, that an atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima. The death and devastation were
unprecedented. However, 170 hibakujumoku, (a Japanese
term meaning atomic bombed tree) survived the blast.
Their seedlings would become known as Peace Trees, and
spread throughout the world through the partnership of
One Sunny Day and Green Legacy Hiroshima. One of the
resilient trees was a camphor located less than a mile from
ground zero. It is inspiring to have the day that
commemorates a great human tragedy be the occasion of
an act of hope, peace and friendship.

Roger Tsuruda & Ron Yamabe
digging the hole and placing
the camphor.

Ron Yamabe, Shinzen
Board of Director
President, was the
person who accepted
delivery of and
distributed the
camphor seedlings to
all the local sites
where they would be
planted. He introduced
the dignitaries and the
other attendantees,
including several
Shinzen board
members
and
dedicated Shinzen
volunteers.

Shinzen was honored
t o w e l c o m e To r u
Maeda, Consul
General of Japan from
San Francisco; Ryo
Aono, Vice Consul;
Dale Ikeda Honorary
Consul of Japan in
Fresno and former
Fresno County
Superior Court Judge;
and Miho Yoshida,
Chair of Osteopathic
Principles & Practices
at California Health
Sciences University,
Clovis.

The Japanese Consuls pitch in
to fill the camphor’s new home
with earth.

After the planting and dedication, Roger Tsuruda provided a
tour of Shinzen garden, culminating in the Clark Bonsai
Collection garden for the dedication of the Camphor Peace
Tree Forest Bonsai created by Curator Bob Hilvers from 21
of the camphor peace tree seedlings. You may recall an
article about the creation of the camphor forest in the June
issue of Bonsai Tomodachi.

The Japanese
Consuls admiring
the Camphor
Forest bonsai.

The dedication
was followed by
Bob Hilvers’
tour of the
current Local
Artist Bonsai
Exhibition

Bob Hilvers explains
the Legacy Bonsai
Collection created by
Japanese Americans
and, in so far as
possible, retained in
their distinctive styles
representing an
important period in
the history of the art
of bonsai in CA.

This uplifting occasion was blessed with a pleasantly cool
day, a rarity in Fresno in August, and the first time in a long
while since we were able to share our beautiful garden and
outstanding bonsai collection with appreciative visitors.
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COLORING BOOK SAMPLE PAGE
Soon the bonsai garden can be open for all to enjoy! We are still working to create a coloring book that
captures some of the typical sights one can enjoy in the garden. We are trying to have the coloring book
ready for pre-sale of the first edition soon, but we still need an appealing name. Please help us by
suggesting an evocative title. We hope you will enjoy another sample page portraying one of the bonsai
currently on display in the Local Artist Bonsai Exhibition.

The cork bark oak (Quercus) is a medium-sized, evergreen tree that is the primary
source of cork for wine bottle stoppers and other uses, such as cork flooring and shoe
soles. It is native to southwest Europe and northwest Africa. In the Mediterranean basin
the tree is an ancient species with fossil remnants dating back to the Tertiary period
65,000 years ago. The tree forms a thick, rugged bark that can develop considerable
thickness and can be harvested every 7 to 10 years. The harvesting of cork does not
harm the tree and a new layer of cork regrows, making it a renewable resource. Of
course, the bark of this bonsai has never been harvested. This Cork Oak bonsai was
created by local bonsai legend Ray Thieme and acquired for the Collection in 2013 by
Bill Clark when it was estimated to be over 45 years old. In this informal upright style
(called Moyogi in Japanese) the trunk and branches incorporate visible curves, but the
apex, or tip of the tree is located directly above the trunk's entry into the soil line.
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